FOR A CHILD’S SAKE
SUMMER 2017

Saving Children’s Lives and Building
Healthy Families Since 1894

HELP OUR HUNGRY FAMILIES THROUGH AN EMERGENCY

Summer is a time when so many are heading to the beach, or leaving town for vacation, or planning barbeques with
friends and family. But for many CHSofNJ families, summer brings a scary thought; “How will I feed my children?”
During the school year, Trenton & other low income school districts offer nutritious breakfasts and lunches
to their students. But in the summer months when school is not in session, many children go to bed hungry.
Parents must choose between buying more food or paying the electricity bill to keep the refrigerator running or
fans blowing in these hot months. Unfortunately this has become a year round crisis as parents cannot find jobs.
We work with a number of human service organizations, churches and food pantries able to help our families, but often
it takes several days to make the connection. Our Marketing & Donor Coordinator Angie Giacolona works tirelessly
to collect monetary donations and small denomination gift cards to stores like Shop Rite, Walmart, or Target, that allow
us a few days of emergency food relief. We need your help! To participate in our ongoing effort to temporarily feed
our hungry children, please send a donation or contact Angie at (609) 695-6274 x225. Food is a basic human need,
and together, we can ensure no child we serve goes to bed hungry.

SESAME PLACE FUN WITH THE H.O.P.E. FOUNDATION

The H.O.P.E. (Helping Out People Everywhere) Foundation is a non-profit organization that partners with other
non-profits to raise money and awareness in their local communities. They also team up with children’s non-profits
and government organizations to give kids something many of them miss out on; fun! Every summer since 2005, the
foundation has invited children and teens from charities across the country to join them at popular amusement parks
for a day of excitement. For the third year in a row, The H.O.P.E. Foundation gifted over 100 tickets for CHSofNJ
foster children and families to visit Sesame Place in Langhorne, PA.
Our families have so much fun making fantastic memories on these Sesame Place adventures with The H.O.P.E.
Foundation. Founder Brian
Lebeau said, “It brings me
great joy to give back, and to
see the delight in the adoptive
and foster children’s eyes at
these events.” We are so
grateful for this special gift
for our children from this
remarkable foundation.

SAVING CHILDREN’S LIVES AT OUR ANNUAL GALA

2017 Gala Co-Chairs Patricia Newman and
Leslie Gibbons Seybert.

Angel Sponsors
♥ Merrill Lynch
♥ Bank of America

This spring, CHSofNJ invited our community partners, donors, and friends
to join us at Cherry Valley Country Club in Skillman, NJ to celebrate our
123rd Anniversary Gala, and we could not be more pleased with the
evening’s success! The event honored Bristol-Myers Squibb as our 2017
“Champion of Children” for the company’s remarkable support of our agency
and our mission of saving children’s lives and building healthy families.
We are proud to report that under the creative leadership of Gala Chairs
Leslie Gibbons Seybert and Patricia Newman, and CHSofNJ Director of
Corporate Development & Volunteerism Pamela Cipriano, the agency’s
largest fundraising event raised $100,000 for the life-saving programs and
services we provide for babies, children, youth, parents, and caregivers in
New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania!

THANK YOU TO OUR 2017 GALA SPONSORS
Gold Sponsors

♥ Bristol-Myers Squibb
♥ NJM Insurance Group

Silver Sponsors
♥ Wegmans

Bronze Sponsors
♥
♥
♥
♥

Bloomberg
CohnReznick
Novo Nordisk
Wells Fargo

JEUNESSE KIDS RAISES OVER $10,000 FOR TEDI

Jeunesse Kids is an international non-profit foundation dedicated to releasing children from poverty, bringing
education and healthcare to children, and ending childhood exploitation around the world. Jeunesse Kids is funded
and supported by a vast community of caring individuals who are finding little ways to give back; from local shoe
drives, to healthcare education in third world countries, to fundraising for children’s hospitals. Together, their small
contributions add up and make a world of difference in the lives of children.
Alya Poplawsky and Mayra Monge reached out to CHSofNJ to learn more about our agency, and after speaking with
our Marketing & Donor Coordinator Angie Giacolona, invited us to attend the 2017 Juenesse Expo as their charity
partner. The event hosted over 350 guests, all of whom had the opportunity to participate in various health and fitness
activities or purchase Jeunesse products, from which all proceeds would benefit our TEDI program. Our President &
CEO Donna Pressma and 21st Century Community Learning Centers Supervisor Mykal Pemberton addressed
the cheering crowd just before our TEDI dancers took the stage to perform one of their dynamic dances. By the end
of the three-day expo, Juenesse Kids raised over $10,000 to support our TEDI program! We would like to thank
Jeunesse Founder & CEO Randy Ray, Founder & Chief Operations Officer Wendy Lewis, Chief Visionary
Officer Scott A. Lewis, and President of North America Meredith Berkich for their outstanding support!

Jeunesse President of North America Meredith Berkich (foreground right) presents donation check to CHSofNJ President & CEO Donna
Pressma (foreground left), 21st Century Community Learning Supervisor Mykal Pemberton (far right), and our TEDI dancers.
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DISCOVERING HER ROOTS; AN ADOPTEE’S STORY

In 1945, Susan’s birth parents had an unplanned pregnancy. After much consideration and heartache, they reached
out to CHSofNJ to find a loving home for the baby they knew they were unable to care for. Our caring and dedicated
staff found a wonderful adoptive family, and it was truly love at first sight for John and Edith when they met baby Susan.
They were overjoyed to formally adopt their darling daughter that fall. Susan seamlessly blended into their lives, and
the doting parents could hardly remember life before their sweet baby girl became the center of their world.
Susan had a lovely life with her adoptive family, but in her adult years, felt a
need to understand where she came from. So in 2015, Susan reached out to one of
our experienced Background & Search professionals to search for her birth mother.
Her search uncovered that although her birth mother had passed away, she had two
additional children, a son and a daughter, who were alive and well. We contacted
Susan’s birth sister, Margaret, who was not ready to speak with Susan at that
time. However, she shared her brother’s contact information with our worker in
case he felt differently. Barry was thrilled to learn he had another sister! He and
Susan began speaking regularly and after about a year of emails and phone
calls, they decided it was time to meet. Susan joined Barry at his summer home
and the reunited family enjoyed a pleasant vacation together. They chatted and
laughed just like old friends. The two got along so naturally that it was almost as
if they had always known each other. Eventually, Margaret decided it was time
to finally meet her sister, so they began a relationship as well.

Susan and her brother, Barry.

In 2016, Susan reached out to CHSofNJ again, this time to search for information about her birth father. Our worker
found that he too had passed, but left behind a daughter named Judy. When we contacted Judy, she said, “I always
knew I had a sister!” When she asked her sister’s name, Judy gasped, “That’s incredible. Can you believe that every
doll I’ve ever had I’ve named Susan?!” Judy told us that for her entire life, she had felt an unexplainable bond to a sister
she never knew existed, and she was beside herself with joy to learn her intuition was right. She and Susan began
speaking and have developed a close relationship.
Our agency is committed to ensuring every child finds their forever loving home. And although search is not desired
by all adoptees, CHSofNJ is there to help when it is an adult adoptee’s wish to explore more information about their
past. And if it is welcomed by both the adoptee and birth family, CHSofNJ can facilitate a reunion with the support of
our social workers as each person prepares for what can be an emotional and sometimes difficult process. For Susan,
she has said that her search has brought her great joy, and we are honored to have been a part of it.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2017-18 AUXILIARY OFFICERS

The CHSofNJ Auxiliary Board has been deeply committed to our foster babies for 54 years, raising more than
$350,000 to date! CHSofNJ Trustee & Vice President of Community Relations Cordelia Staton thanked
these amazing women and congratulated the 2017-18 Officers, who were announced at the Auxiliary’s annual
Installation Dinner, chaired by members Barbara Santosusso and Kris Mellett.

(Left to right): CHSofNJ President & CEO Donna Pressma and Trustee Kati Chupa congratulate new Auxiliary Officers Joy
Ann Lowery (President), Michele Krasney (Vice President), Kate McGrath (Treasurer), Kristin Hartig (Recording Secretary),
Samantha Sciarotta (Corresponding Secretary), Marilyn Carroll (Parliamentarian), and Maureen McGovern (Project Director).
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DRISCOLL’S & WEGMANS; OUR SWEETEST FUNDERS

Each summer, we have the opportunity to work with two
wonderful community partners Driscoll’s and Wegmans
for an especially sweet fundraiser; Strawberry Days! For
each carton of Driscoll’s strawberries sold at a participating
Wegmans store in NJ & PA during the event, Driscoll’s
pledges a fifty-cent donation to our agency. And thanks to
the outstanding participation of friends like you and the
generosity of our corporate partners, Driscoll’s has donated
$20,000 to help fund our life-saving programs! This caring
business team has worked together for 11 years to bring this
three-day promotion to our communities, resulting in more
than $195,000 to date for our babies, children, and families!
Left to right: Children and CHSofNJ foster parent Lynda Williams join
Wegmans employees (also far right), CHSofNJ Trustee Kati Chupa,
Driscoll’s Category Managers Nancy Mabes and Camille Cordisco,
and CHSofNJ Adoption & Foster Care Program Administrator Valerie
Fiorentino at Princeton Wegmans to accept the Strawberry Days
donation.

UPCOMING EVENTS

NAIFA-GP Charity Golf Outing
Wednesday, September 13 (Richboro, PA)
Trenton Half Marathon, 10K & 5K Race
Saturday, October 28, (Trenton, NJ)
TEDI Fall Fundraiser
Wednesay, November 8 (Hamilton, NJ)

A GIANT OPPORTUNITY

Thanks to the generosity of Tickets for Kids Charities, five
of our 21st Century Community Learning Centers students
were able to attend the Landon Collins Football ProCamp.
Kids received hands-on instruction from the NY Giants All-Pro
Safety, followed by fun contests and non-contact games at this
one day camp for boys and girls grades 1-8. We can’t thank
Tickets for Kids Charities enough for giving our children this
opportunity to learn from one of their heroes!

The Wenonah Turkey Trot (5k run) and
Drumstick Dask ( 1 Mile Walk)
Friday, November 24 (Wenonah, NJ)
Brunch with Santa
Saturday, November 25 (Lawrence Township, NJ)
Red Rose Day
TBD, March (Mercer, Ocean & Bucks Counties)

UPCOMING DRIVES

Winter Essentials Drive
New coats, scarves, hats, gloves, etc.
Collection ends Friday, February 9
Thanksgiving Food Drive
Unopened food & drinks
Collection ends Friday, November 17
Holiday Gift Drive
New, unwrapped gifts & giftcards
Collection ends Wednesday, December 20
For more information about events & drives,
visit www.chsofnj.org/support. To schedule
deliveries, contact Angie (609) 695-6274 x225.
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Top: CHSofNJ youth attend
Landon Collins Football
ProCamp thanks to a
generous donation from
Tickets for Kids Charities.
Left: NY Giants Safety #21
Landon Collins interacts
with kids at his one-day
youth ProCamp.

CHSofNJ WELCOMES OUR NEWEST TRUSTEES

Electing Trustees to the CHSofNJ Board is a thorough and thoughtful process. Candidates are chosen based on a
number of qualifications that will add to our Board’s strength and ability to guide and oversee the agency. We seek
diversity in demographics, viewpoints, and areas of expertise. Our Board represents exceptionally qualified and
dedicated Trustees who strongly believe in our mission; saving children’s lives and building healthy families. We
are proud to now welcome three new Trustees; Zain Ali, Poonam Bhuchar, and Meredith Domzalski.
Zain Ali is a leader in strategy and innovation that has launched new global products, developed
business alliances, and helped drive top-line growth for publicly traded and startup companies.
He has developed a passion for B2B innovation related to financing, networks and the data that
powers them. Currently, Zain is the Director of Global Product Strategy and Innovation for Dun
& Bradstreet, the largest B2B Trade data company in the world. Zain’s other passion is giving
back to those in need, and he has been actively involved in a number of meaningful volunteer
efforts. He has volunteered at an earthquake refugee site in the Himalayan Mountains and
helped raise funds to build two schools in Thailand. Zain also sits on the Board of Muslims
for Peace, an organization dedicated to peaceful community building and the organization of
charitable events for children, the homeless, and disaster-affected people. And we are honored
to say that since 2015, Zain has been an active volunteer for CHSofNJ, helping ensure that
our children and families have the resources and support needed to reach their full potential.

Poonam Bhuchar has ten years of experience in immigration law. She was a former partner
at Kumar Pathak, LLC and managed the firm’s immigration law practice, with an emphasis
on corporate immigration. Earlier, Poonam worked for Merrill Cohen and Associates, a
New York City Immigration Law Firm, where she gained experience in complex corporate
immigration cases with Fortune 500 and multi-national companies. She has been entrusted
as immigration counsel for many global IT companies and other businesses and conducted
seminars for corporate clientele on immigration law. Poonam also manages the family law
proceedings of Bhuchar Law firm, a role that has given her extensive experience handling
issues similar to those many CHSofNJ children and families experience such as divorce, child
support and custody, termination of parental rights, and adoption. Poonam volunteers her time
as legal counsel for the women’s organization Manavi, which is a safe home for women and
children displaced by violence. Poonam is an active member of the South Asian and legal
communities in New Jersey through her memberships in the Ammerican Immigration Lawyers
Association, American Bar Association, New Jersey Bar Association, New Jersey Women
Lawyers Organiztion, North American South Asian Bar Association, New Jersey South Asian
Bar Association, and Princeton Chamber of Commerce.
Meredith Domzalski has had a special relationship with CHSofNJ since the day she was
born; the CHSofNJ adoptee credits her adoption with providing many of the opportunties that
have led her to where she is today. Meredith grew up in Medford, NJ with her devoted parents
and brother, who is also a CHSofNJ adoptee. Her lifelong love of music led her to study piano
at Westminster Choir College of Rider University, where she graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts in Music. As a member of the Westminster Symphonic Choir, Meredith sang with the New
York Philharmonic and the Philadelphia Orchestra among other orchestras in major concert
halls including Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. In 2003, not long after completing college,
Meredith reconnected with CHSofNJ as an intern in our Marketing, Communications & Funds
Development Department, where she helped plan the agency’s annual Gala. Meredith has
been a guest at our Gala every year since, and has helped raise money for CHSofNJ through
her participation in our Trenton Half Marathon race teams in 2014 and 2015.
We are delighted to welcome Zain, Poonam and Meredith to our Board of Trustees, and we look forward to the ideas
and experience each brings to CHSofNJ.
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BEST WISHES TO AN EXCEPTIONAL LEADER & FRIEND

In 1983, CHSofNJ hired a bright young professional named Bob
Notta to be our Chief Financial Officer. Bob spent the next 34 years
helping grow CHSofNJ into the successful comprehensive support
and prevention agency it is today. Bob has been instrumental in
maintaining a balanced budget across our 45 complex programs.
In addition to his fiscal expertise and outstanding leadership he has
always demonstrated, Bob has helped maintain our organization by
serving as our facilities manager. He has been key in the planning
and acquisition of sites for our various programs. Our CEO Donna
Pressma has had the opportunity to work closely with Bob for 30
years, and paid tribute to his exceptional talent and dedication to our
mission. As she reflected on his retirement and what his time here
has meant to this agency and our clients, Donna said, “Bob is a
remarkable professional who truly cares about our children and
families. He has accomplished so many note worthy things for this
agency thanks to his excellent fiscal planning, impeccable financial Bob & his wife Diane attend our Gala.
system, and unwavering commitment to ensuring our families
receive the services they need. He is a visionary; CHSofNJ has been recognized nationally for the Kinship care
services that Bob helped spearhead. I have served as CEO of CHSofNJ for over 30 years, and in all that time, I doubt
I’ve met anyone who has had such a lasting impact on our agency’s growth and our community. Bob’s well-deserved
retirement is bittersweet for all of us, as he has left behind some very big shoes to fill.”

Bob, you will be truly missed. We wish you the best as you settle into retirement, and we hope you get the rest and
relaxation you have more than earned; you’re going to need lots of energy to reel in all those record-breaking fish!

CALVIN TRILLIN SHARES HIS THOUGHTS ON PARENTING

Thanks to the kindness of nationally renowned author and humorist Calvin Trillin, CHSofNJ was able to
bring a new and exciting fundraising event to our community this summer. A Night with Calvin Trillin allowed
guests the opportunity to enjoy a delicious meal by Rat’s Restaurant while hearing Mr. Trillin’s humorous thoughts,
insights, and musings on parenthood. Mr. Trillin, who has published over 20 books and been a recurring guest on
television shows such as Charlie Rose and The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, generously donated his time to
share his amusing commentary and autographed copies of many of his books to help raise funds to support
CHSofNJ’s life-saving programs. We are proud to have the help of such a prolific writer and speaker. We cannot
thank Mr. Trillin enough for being a part of this exciting new event, and for helping us make new friends that wish to
support our important work. We would also like
to thank Mr. Trillin’s daughter, Sarah Trillin, and
CHSofNJ Grant Writer Joan Stevens for their help
in planning, coordinating, and raising awareness of
this engaging event to ensure a packed room full of
entertained guests.

Left to right: CHSofNJ President & CEO Donna Pressma,
Calvin Trillin, Trustees Jim Shea and Kati Chupa, Sarah
Trillin, and Chairman Tim Ryan.

FOR A CHILD’S SAKE NEWSLETTER
Donna C. Pressma, President & CEO
Dana Johnson, Editor

Justin Girard, Layout & Design
Angie Giacolona, Contributor

To learn more or join our electronic mailing list, visit www.chsofnj.org
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SO MANY REASONS TO LOVE WHAT WE DO AT CHSofNJ

We are so grateful to the professionals who grow their careers with CHSofNJ. To reward their good work, the agency often
promotes from within to fill vacancies; our Director of Professional Development, Clinical & Kinship Services Dolores
Bryant has earned a number of promotions over the years to reach her current position. Isaira Rosario held a position
in our FSC before her current role of Human Resource Assistant. And Frances Soto, our former volunteer Head Start
Policy Council President, has recently become a supervisor in our Mercer County WIC program, enhancing our bilingual
WIC services.
In addition to promotion opportunities, CHSofNJ encourages morale and self care. Our Communications & Funds
Development Specialist Dana Johnson and Marketing & Donor Coordinator Angie Giacolona created CHSofNJ’s
FUN Development Team in 2014, dedicated to planning fun workday activities and after-work excursions to help staff
recharge. From luncheons to a week-long ‘Spirit Week’ where staff teams dress up for themes and compete in challenges,
our FUN Development Team makes sure everyone makes time to laugh!
CHSofNJ is a wonderful place to work; we always recognize a job well done, we make self care a priority, and we make a
meaningful difference in the lives of the babies, children, and families we serve. If you would like to join the CHSofNJ family,
visit www.chsofnj.org/employment.
Congratulations to the following employees on their recent accomplishments; Theresa Elam received the “Reading Review”
award in the Leadership Training for Managers program presented by Success Unlimited II, Inc. Craig Hutton and Aura
Seidler have completed training and are now certified in Trauma Focused-Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT).

GRANDMA’S DAY OUT

McCarter Theatre Center of
Princeton recently donated
tickets for Lynn Nottage’s
Intimate Apparel. Our Director
of Professional Development,
Clinical & Kinship Services
Dolores Bryant was beside herself with gratitude. She
took some of our grandmothers and great-grandmothers
raising their grandchildren to the show, and they had a
wonderful time! McCarter Theatre Center also worked
with Labrynth Books of Princeton to collect books
featuring African American characters for some of our
families. Representation of diverse characters is so
important, as it helps our children see themselves in
the stories of the world, realize their own potential, and
imagine possibilities for their own futures.

TOPLEY FAMILY LEGACY

Kathleen Topley and her late husband L.J. “Buzz”
Topley, Jr. had two very good friends who adopted
children through CHSofNJ. Kathleen and Buzz saw
firsthand how our agency helped their friends build
their lovely family, and how incredibly happy it made
them. Before Buzz passed, he told Kathleen he wanted
to leave a substantial gift to CHSofNJ to ensure more
families know the love and joy their friends found through
adoption. Kathleen shared his sentiment
and has now given a generous gift in
his memory. This donation will help
so many at-risk babies and children
throughout NJ and Eastern PA, and we
are truly proud to help Kathleen honor
the memory of her husband, L.J. “Buzz”
Topley, Jr.

CORPORATE PARTNERS & FOUNDATIONS

We thank the following corporate partners and foundations for gifts received between 1/01/17 and 6/30/17:
The Astle-Alpaugh Family Foundation
AT&T Mid-Atlantic Region
Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund Inc
The George H. & Estelle M. Sands Foundation
Helping Others Grow
Horizon Foundation for New Jerssey
Investors Bank Foundation, Inc.
IPC Systems, Inc.
Janssen Pharmaceuticals
Johnson & Johnson Family of Consumer Companies Fund of the Community Foundation of New Jersey
Katherine Hatton and Richard Bilotti Fund of the Princeton Area Community Foundation
Kinder Morgan Foundation
Mary G. Roebling Foundation
Mary Owen Borden Memorial Foundation
Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville
Rite Aid Foundation KidCents
Roma Bank Community Foundation
Rose & Louis H. Linowitz Charitable Foundation
Tikun Olam Foundation
Unitarian Universalist Church of Princeton

$6,000
$15,000
$10,000
$500
$7,642
$25,000
$1,500
$750
$5,000
$2,000
$2,775
$1,000
$3,500
$15,000
$600
$5,000
$1,500
$1,500
$3,000
$500

Cares for Her
School Based Programs
FACES
TEDI
Clinical Services
Cares for Her
TEDI
Pre & Post Adoption Counseling
TEDI
TEDI
TEDI
TEDI
TEDI
Cares for Her
TEDI
Unrestricted
TEDI
TEDI
Family Success Centers
Family Success Centers
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HEAD START GRADUATES

Following a year of fun and learning, one of our Head Start
Center Based Programs located at CYO celebrated their
students’ achievements with a beautifully decorated ‘Cat in
the Hat’ themed graduation ceremony! This past June, 147
children from Trenton successfully completed our Head Start
Program and are now ready to begin Kindergarten this fall.
In addition to the pride each child felt receiving their diploma,
each graduate was gifted a ‘First Reader’ book thanks to
a generous donation from the Kidz Club of Masjid-e-Ali.
CHSofNJ has four Head Start Centers across Trenton, serving
286 children, age infant to 5 in low-income families by providing
comprehensive education, health, nutrition, and social services.
To learn more about these important programs or to enroll your
child for the upcoming school year, visit www.chsofnj.org/headstart-early-head-start/.

NEW NAME, SAME GREAT SERVICES FROM OUR FSC

Our Family Success Centers are dedicated to improving the lives of parents and children in our communities. Our
families tell us that our FSCs feel like “home base,” because our staff has created such a welcoming, fun, safe space
for children, teens, parents, and caregivers to connect with friends and learn ways to better care for themselves and
their families. Effective July of 2017, two of the FSCs our clients know and love will be known by new names; The
North Ward Heritage Family Success Center of The Children’s Home Society of New Jersey and The South
Ward Heritage Family Success Center of The Children’s Home Society of New Jersey. To learn more about our
FSCs, contact our Chief Program Officer Joseph Rizziello at (609) 695-6274 x133.
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