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Corrections officers
charged in alleged
assault on inmate
Kevin Shea
For Times of Trenton

Two corrections officer
at the Mercer County Correction Center have been
charged in connection with
the alleged assault of an
inmate earlier this month.
The Mercer County Prosecutor’s Office confirmed late
Wednesday that complaints
had been signed against two
officers, and that more information would be made public today.
P r o s e c u t o r ’s s p o k e s woman Casey DeBlasio
declined to elaborate on the
charges or identify the officers on Wednesday.
A law enforcement source,
however, identified the officers as Isaac Wood III, 40,
and Trachell Syphax, 31.
Authorities were in the process of serving the charges
on them Wednesday evening, the source said.
Mercer County authorities said last week they were
investigating the injuries to
inmate Rafael Jardines, 53.
Jardines was taken from
the correction center in
Hopewell Township to a
Trenton hospital on May 11,
officials said.

Last week, DeBlasio did
not elaborate on Jardines’
injuries, or who allegedly
caused them.
Mercer County spokeswoman Julie Willmot
declined to discuss the incident, only saying a standard
internal investigation was
underway.
Records show Jardines
was transferred from the
Mercer jail to the Monmouth C ounty C orre c tional Institution in Freehold Township on May 20.
He was still at the Monmouth jail Wednesday,
being held for Mercer
County and on a detainer
from the U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement,
commonly known as ICE.
Jardines was sent to the
Mercer jail following an
April 29 arrest in Trenton
by city police for criminal
mischief and having outstanding warrants, records
show.
State pension records
show Wood has been an
officer for 20 years, and
Syphax an officer for eight
years.

Rider University dorm
damaged by fire
A fire in a bathroom at Rider
University’s Westminster
Choir College sent plumes of
smoke throughout the school
dorm Wednesday morning.
The fire was called in about
11 a.m. at a college dorm on
the 100 block of Walnut Lane
in Princeton on Wednesday.
Firefighters arrived and
discovered there was a fire in
a first-floor bathroom, according to Bob Gregory, director
for the Office of Emergency
Management in Princeton.
Gregory said the fire was
contained to the bathroom,

but that smoke had reached
the first and second floors of
the building.
Firefighters had the flames
under control by 11:40 p.m.,
Gregory said. He said no one
was injured.
Kristine Brown, a spokeswoman for Rider University
said the building was a student
dorm called Dayton.
She said most students have
moved out of campus since
the end of the school year in
mid-May.
Brown said the university did
not yet know the extent of the
damage or the repairs that
would be necessary.
— Anna Merriman

TRENTON

City man accused
of assaulting officer
A Trenton man was arrested
and charged with randomly
punching a man on the street
and head-butting the police
officer trying to arrest him,
authorities said Wednesday.
Marik Polak, 28, was arrested
and charged with aggravated
assault on a police officer,
resisting arrest, obstruction
and disorderly conduct, Lt.
Stephen Varn said.
A man told police he was
walking down Spruce Street
near Brunswick Avenue when
he was punched in the face by
Polak.
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A 32-year-old woman also had
gotten into an argument with
Polak, who took her purse and
threw it through the window of
a house and ran off to an apartment on Brunswick Avenue,
Varn said.
Police went to the apartment
and convinced Polak to come
out, but while talking with him,
Polak, who was highly intoxicated, began flailing his arms at
police, Varn said. While officers
tried to subdue him, Polak
head-butted an officer several
times, Varn said.
Polak also kicked at the
officers as they got him into the
patrol car, Varn said.
— Keith Brown

Somerville

More fallout from Sheridan case with shakeup in prosecutor’s office
Dave Hutchinson
For Times of Trenton

Somerset County Prosecutor’s Office’s Chief of
Detectives Tim Fitzgerald and Deputy Chief Steven Ughetta will retire on
May 31, Acting Prosecutor
Michael H. Robertson confirmed Wednesday.
The retirements are the
first announced personnel
changes to take place in the
prosecutor’s office since the
previous prosecutor, Geoffrey Soriano, was relieved
of the post by Gov. Chris
Christie after not being con-

sidered for a second term.
His first term ended in the
fall of 2015, and in February,
Robertson was named as
Soriano’s replacement.
After joining the prosecutor ’s office on March
7, Robertson said changes
would be made once he had

time to evaluate how it was
being operating, stating he
planned to make long-term
changes in personnel and
policy.
The prosecutor’s office has
been criticized for its handling of several cases, including the deaths of John and

Joyce Sheridan, the suicide
of Raritan lawyer Richard
Schubach and the unsolved
hit-and-run death of retired
Somerville firefighter George
Kavanaugh.
Mark Sheridan, one of four
Sheridan sons, had no comment on the announcement.

Mercer County WIC (Women, Infants, and Children) Program
The Mercer WIC Program of The Children’s Home Society
of New Jersey offers eligible families FREE healthy foods,
nutrition and breastfeeding education, and healthcare referrals.
WIC helps women who are pregnant or recently had a baby, infants,
and children up to the age of 5. Applicants must show proof of
pregnancy, proof of ID, proof that they live in New Jersey, and they
must meet income guidelines (currently $44,863 per year gross salary
for a family of 4). If you already receive Medicaid or SNAP, you may
automatically qualify for WIC on the basis of income.
Mercer County WIC’s main office is located at 416 Bellevue Avenue
in Trenton, accessible by the 601 and 609 bus routes. Mercer County
WIC maintains additional locations in Trenton, Hamilton, Hightstown
and Princeton.
To make an appointment at the office most convenient to you, please
call (609) 498-7755. For more information, visit us online at
www.wicmercer.org or email us at wic@chsofnj.org.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability,
age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language,
etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for beneﬁts. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To ﬁle a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_ﬁling_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Enter for your
Chance toWIN!
Cash in your pocket means a
spring in your step. And we’re
looking for six lucky readers
to help celebrate a really Super
Spring with a cool 2K!

$ 2016

The Super Spring 2016
Sweepstakes can help you pay
some bills, plan a vacation, or
prepare for those tuition
bills ahead.
Enter today and you could be one
of six lucky readers selected to
take home $2,016, and a little edge
on tomorrow.

6 WINNERS • $2,016 each
See contest coupon on page 2
Enter every day for another chance to win!
Deadline for entries, 6/9/16

Official Sweepstakes Rules
NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY
KIND IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN
THIS PROMOTION. A purchase will not
improve the chances of winning.
OPEN ONLY TO LEGAL RESIDENTS
OF NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK AND
PENNSYLVANIA WHO ARE AT LEAST 18
YEARS OLD AS OF THE DATE OF ENTRY.
By entering this Promotion, entrants accept
and agree to be bound by these Official
Rules. Any violation of these rules may, at
Sponsor’s discretion, result in disqualification.
All decisions of the judges regarding this
Promotion are final and binding in all respects.
1. PROMOTION PERIOD. Promotion begins
12:01am ET, April 10, 2016, (April 11, 2016 in
the Jersey Journal) and ends 11:59pm ET, June
4, 2016 (“Promotion Period”). All entries must
be postmarked by the end of the Promotion
Period, and received no later than five (5)
days later.
2. ELIGIBILITY. This Promotion is only open
to legal residents of New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania who are at least 18 years old as
of the date of entry, with the exception of the
officers, directors, members and employees
of the Sponsor, the judging organization (if
applicable), or any other party associated
with the development or administration of
this Promotion, and the immediate family
(i.e., parents, children, siblings, spouse), and
persons residing in the same household, as such
individuals. This Promotion is void outside
New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania, and
where prohibited.
3. HOW TO ENTER. There are two ways to
enter: 1) Complete the entry coupon found in
participating newspapers listed here* including
name, address, telephone number, and email
(optional) and mail to the Spring $2016
Super Sweepstakes, PO Box 20457, Newark,
NJ 07101; or 2) print your name, address,
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telephone number, and email (optional)
on a 3 ½” by 5” to 4 ¼” x 6” post card and
mail to the address listed above. All entries
become the property of the Sponsor and will
not be acknowledged or returned. You may
enter as often as you like but each entry must
be mailed separately. Entries that are emailed
and mechanically-reproduced entries are not
eligible. No other form of entry is valid.
4. WINNER SELECTION AND
NOTIFICATION. Winner selection will be
conducted by random drawing from all eligible
entries on or about June 10, 2016. Any potential
winner will be notified by mail, email and/
or telephone. If a potential winner: (i) cannot
be contacted; (ii) does not respond within five
(5) days from the date the Sponsor first tries to
notify him/her; (iii) fails to return the Affidavit
and Release as specified in Rule 9; (iv)
refuses the prize; and/or (v) the prize or prize
notification is returned as undeliverable, such
potential winner forfeits all rights to win the
Promotion or receive the prize, and an alternate
potential winner may be selected. Upon
contacting a potential winner and determining
that he/she has met all eligibility requirements
of the Promotion, including without limitation
the execution of required waivers, publicity
and liability releases and disclaimers, and, at
Sponsor’s discretion, successful completion of
a background check, such individual will be
declared the “winner” of the Promotion.
5. PRIZE DESCRIPTION. THERE WILL
BE SIX (6) WINNERS. The prize is one (1)
check in the amount of $2,016 presented as a
cashier’s check.
6. TAXES. All federal, state and/or local
income and other taxes, if any, are each
winner’s sole responsibility.
7. ODDS OF WINNING. The odds of winning
this Promotion depend on the number of
eligible entries received.

8. NO PRIZE
TRANSFER OR SUBSTITUTION. No
prize or any portion thereof is transferable or
redeemable for cash. No substitutions for a
prize, except by Sponsor, in which case a prize
of equal or greater value will be substituted.
9. CONSENT AND RELEASE. By entering
the Promotion, each entrant releases and
discharges the Sponsor, judging organization
(if applicable), and any other party associated
with the development or administration of
this Promotion, their parent, subsidiary, and
affiliated entities, and each of their respective
officers, directors, members, shareholders,
employees, independent contractors, agents,
representatives, successors and assigns
(collectively, “Sponsor Entities”), from any
and all liability whatsoever in connection with
this Promotion, including without limitation
legal claims, costs, injuries, losses or damages,
demands or actions of any kind (including
without limitation personal injuries, death,
damage to, loss or destruction or property,
rights of publicity or privacy, defamation,
or portrayal in a false light) (collectively,
“Claims”). Except where prohibited: (i) entry
into the Promotion constitutes the consent of
each entrant, without further compensation,
to use his/her name, likeness, biographical
data, and contact information for editorial,
advertising, marketing, publicity, and
administrative purposes by the Sponsor, and/
or others authorized by the Sponsor; (ii)
acceptance of a prize constitutes a release
by any winner of the Sponsor Entities of
any and all Claims in connection with the
administration of this Promotion and the use,
misuse, or possession of any prize; (iii) any
potential winner may be required to sign an
affidavit of eligibility (including social security
number) and a liability/publicity release; and
(iv) if prize involves travel or activities, any
potential winner and travel companion (if
applicable) may be required to execute releases
of the Sponsor from any and all liability with
respect to participation in such travel/activities

and/or use
of the prize.
Fully-executed
affidavits and
releases must
be received by
Sponsor within
five (5) days from
the date that Sponsor
first tries to notify the potential winner.
Sponsor may conduct a background check
to confirm any potential winner’s eligibility
and compliance with these rules. By entering,
you agree to cooperate reasonably with any
such background check. If the prize includes
participation in any public event(s) or publicity,
or if Sponsor Entities intend to publicize the
winner in any way, and if a background check
reveals that a potential winner has engaged in
conduct that could damage the reputation or
business of any Sponsor Entity, as determined
by Sponsor in its discretion, the potential
winner may be disqualified and the prize may
be awarded to an alternate winner. If winner is
determined to be a minor under the jurisdiction
of his/her residence, the prize will be awarded
in the name of his/her parent or legal guardian
who must execute the necessary affidavit and
release.
10. DISCLAIMERS. (i) Sponsor not
responsible for entries that are postage-due,
lost, late, misdirected, incorrect, garbled, or
incompletely received, for any reason. (ii)
Sponsor, in its sole discretion, reserves the
right to disqualify any person tampering with
the entry process or otherwise attempting to
undermine the legitimate operation of the
Promotion. (iii) Sponsor further reserves
the right to cancel, terminate or modify the
Promotion if it is not capable of completion
as planned, including by reason of, tampering,
unauthorized intervention, force majeure or
technical failures of any sort. (iv) Sponsor
Entities are not responsible for errors in the
administration or fulfillment of this Promotion,
including without limitation mechanical,
human, printing, distribution or production

errors,
and may
cancel, terminate or modify
this Promotion based upon such error at its
sole discretion without liability. In no event
will Sponsor be responsible for awarding
more than the number of prizes specified in
these rules. (v) In the event this Promotion
is cancelled or terminated, pursuant to
subparagraph (iii) or (iv), Sponsor, in its sole
discretion, may elect to hold a random drawing
from among all eligible entries received up
to the date of discontinuance for any or all
of the prizes offered herein. (vi) SPONSOR
ENTITIES MAKE NO WARRANTIES,
REPRESENTATIONS OR GUARANTEES,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, IN FACT OR IN
LAW, AS REGARDS THIS PROMOTION
OR THE MERCHANTABILITY, QUALITY
OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE REGARDING ANY PRIZE
OR ANY COMPONENT OF ANY PRIZE.
(vii) CAUTION: ANY ATTEMPT BY
AN ENTRANT TO UNDERMINE THE
LEGITIMATE OPERATION OF THIS
PROMOTION MAY BE A VIOLATION
OF CRIMINAL AND/OR CIVIL LAWS,
AND SHOULD SUCH AN ATTEMPT BE
MADE, SPONSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO SEEK REMEDIES AND DAMAGES
(INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION
ATTORNEYS’ FEES) FROM ANY SUCH
ENTRANT TO THE FULLEST EXTENT
OF THE LAW, INCLUDING CRIMINAL
PROSECUTION. (viii) The value(s) of the
prize(s) set forth above represent Sponsor’s
good faith determination of the approximate
retail value(s) thereof; the actual fair market
value(s) as ultimately determined by Sponsor
are final and binding and cannot be challenged
or appealed. In the event the stated approximate
retail value(s) of a prize is more than the actual
fair market value of that prize, the difference
will not be awarded in cash or otherwise. No

substitution
or compensation will
be given for any portion of the prize
that is not used.
11. APPLICABLE LAWS AND
JURISDICTION. This Promotion is subject to
all applicable federal, state, and local laws and
regulations. Issues concerning the construction,
validity, interpretation and enforceability of
these Official Rules shall be governed by
the laws of the State of New Jersey, without
regard to any principles of conflict of laws.
All disputes arising out of or connected with
this Promotion will be resolved individually,
and without resort to class action, exclusively
by a state or federal court located in or near
Newark, New Jersey. Should there be a conflict
between the laws of the State of New Jersey
and any other laws, the conflict will be resolved
in favor of the laws of the State of New Jersey.
To the extent permitted by applicable law, all
judgments or awards shall be limited to actual
out-of-pocket damages (excluding attorneys’
fees) associated with participation in this
Promotion and shall not include any indirect,
punitive, incidental and/or consequential
damages.
12. WINNERS LIST. For a list containing the
names of the winners, send a self-addressed
stamped envelope, within six (6) months of the
Drawing Date, to: Winners List, Spring $2016
Super Sweepstakes,, 1 Harmon Plaza, 9th floor,
Secaucus, NJ 07094.
13. SPONSORSHIP. This Promotion is
sponsored solely by Penn Jersey Advance Inc.,
1 Harmon Plaza, 9th floor, Secaucus, NJ 07094
(the “Sponsor”).
* The Star-Ledger, The Times of Trenton,
The South Jersey Times, The Jersey Journal,
Hunterdon County Democrat, The ExpressTimes, and Staten Island Advance.

• Hunterdon County Democrat • South Jersey Times • The Express Times • The Star-Ledger • The Jersey Journal • The Trenton Times • Staten Island Advance •

