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DATE:   July 27, 2020 

TO: Child Care Providers 

FROM: DFD 

SUBJECT: August Subsidy Payments 

 
As part of an ongoing effort to support child care programs – both centers and family child care – the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) is announcing that DHS will continue to pay for care based on 
enrollment, rather than attendance for the month of August.  That means that if a family is approved for 
a child care subsidy and enrolled in a child care program, regardless of whether their child is attending 
the program or not, the state will pay for care.  As part of the effort to support child care program 
sustainability, the state has been paying based on enrollment rather than attendance since March – 
even when child care centers were closed as part of the state COVID-19 shut down. 
 
In addition, DHS took the following steps to help families and providers access child care during the 
public health crisis. 
 

• Worked with the Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (CCRRs) and child care centers 
throughout the state to fund emergency child care for essential employees.  

 
• Waived parent co-pays in the state’s child care subsidy program for parents who requested it 

due to impacts from COVID-19.  In January 2020, before the pandemic began, child care subsidy 
co-pays were reduced by 50 percent to help lighten child care costs for many New Jersey 
families with low incomes.  

 
• Delivered Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to emergency child care centers and family child 

care providers. 
 

• Made grants available to child care providers and summer camps to assist centers meet COVID-
19 health and safety guidelines. 

 
• Provided ongoing technical assistance.  

 
 
 
 
 


